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Texas Employers Add Jobs 

for Sixth Consecutive Month,

Unemployment Rate Rises Slightly

AUSTIN — Total Nonagricultural Employment in Texas grew by 7,000 jobs in December, the sixth consecutive month of job growth. Texas employers have added 124,800 jobs since December 2003 — the largest over-the-year gain since May 2001. The unemployment rate rose slightly from 5.7 percent in November to 5.8 percent in December — still down from 6.6 percent in December 2003. Initial claims for unemployment compensation for the week of January 15 were down 20.3 percent, while continued claims were down 26.9 percent compared to the same week in 2004.
“Job growth in Texas continues at a steady pace as economic activity increases,” said TWC Chair Diane Rath. “While there was a slight rise in the unemployment rate, Texas employers have added jobs for 11 of the past 12 months, and job growth remains the best indicator of the health of the Texas labor market.”
Education & Health Services employment rose by 3,900 jobs in December, following an increase of 1,200 jobs in November. This industry has added 33,200 jobs over the year, for an annual growth rate of 2.9 percent. Trade, Transportation & Utilities (TTU) employment rose by 2,600 jobs in December, matching the industry’s November job gain.

“Job growth continues to be broad-based,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Employers Ron Lehman. “Over the last 12 months, eight major industries statewide saw job gains, with 26 of the 27 metropolitan statistical areas in Texas adding jobs.”

Natural Resources & Mining employment grew by 600 jobs in December, adding a total of 3,700 jobs over the year — the largest December annual job growth since 2001. The annual job growth rate rose from 2.1 percent in November to 2.5 percent in December.

The Texas labor force grew by 58,000 people over the month and by 119,900 over the year. The Texas labor force stands at a record 11,083,100 people, an increase of 194,200 compared to one year ago.
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December Unemployment
“The unemployment rate rose slightly as more workers entered the labor market seeking employment,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “While Texas now has a record number of workers in the labor force, we must still work to assist those who are unemployed.”
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C.L.F.
Emp.
Unem.
Rate
C.L.F.
Emp.
Unem.
Rate
C.L.F.
Emp.
Unem.
Rate

  State of Texas
11,069.1
10,476.8
592.3
5.4  
11,041.6
10,439.1
602.5
5.5  
10,935.9
10,277.6
658.3
6.0  

  Abilene
63.7
61.7
2.0
3.1  
63.3
61.3
2.0
3.1  
62.3
60.0
2.3
3.7  

  Amarillo
122.8
119.2
3.6
2.9  
122.0
118.3
3.7
3.1  
120.4
116.4
4.0
3.3  

  Austin-San Marcos
774.8
743.5
31.3
4.0  
779.8
747.1
32.7
4.2  
770.8
733.9
36.9
4.8  

  Beaumont-Port Arthur
185.1
170.2
14.9
8.0  
184.0
169.0
15.0
8.1  
183.6
166.9
16.7
9.1  

  Brazoria
116.9
108.3
8.6
7.4  
116.7
108.0
8.7
7.4  
114.1
105.0
9.1
8.0  

  Brownsville-Harlingen
144.8
131.3
13.5
9.3  
144.5
131.1
13.4
9.3  
145.3
129.1
16.2
11.1  

  Bryan-College Station
88.4
86.8
1.6
1.8  
88.7
87.2
1.5
1.7  
85.5
83.8
1.7
2.0  

  Corpus Christi
183.9
172.6
11.3
6.1  
183.4
172.1
11.3
6.2  
182.3
171.3
11.0
6.1  

  Dallas
2,048.8
1,937.1
111.7
5.5  
2,048.2
1,931.9
116.3
5.7  
2,035.8
1,910.9
124.9
6.1  

  El Paso
299.7
276.5
23.2
7.7  
298.9
276.6
22.3
7.5  
299.1
273.9
25.2
8.4  

  Fort Worth-Arlington
971.4
923.2
48.2
5.0  
969.9
919.5
50.4
5.2  
960.7
907.8
52.9
5.5  

  Galveston-Texas City
128.9
119.7
9.2
7.1  
128.3
119.0
9.3
7.3  
126.0
116.4
9.6
7.6  

  Houston
2,371.9
2,240.5
131.4
5.5  
2,361.3
2,226.1
135.2
5.7  
2,326.8
2,183.7
143.1
6.1  

  Killeen-Temple
125.3
120.0
5.3
4.2  
125.2
119.9
5.3
4.2  
124.0
118.1
5.9
4.7  

  Laredo
89.8
84.5
5.3
5.9  
88.8
83.7
5.1
5.7  
85.9
80.3
5.6
6.5  

  Longview-Marshall
109.7
104.5
5.2
4.7  
109.7
104.3
5.4
4.9  
107.8
101.8
6.0
5.6  

  Lubbock
135.4
131.5
3.9
2.9  
135.4
131.5
3.9
2.9  
132.2
128.0
4.2
3.1  

  McAllen-Ednbg-Mission
244.6
216.3
28.3
11.6  
240.3
214.0
26.3
10.9  
240.5
208.0
32.5
13.5  

  Odessa-Midland
130.0
125.0
5.0
3.8  
129.9
124.6
5.3
4.1  
128.3
122.1
6.2
4.8  

  San Angelo
54.2
52.6
1.6
2.9  
54.0
52.3
1.7
3.1  
52.4
50.6
1.8
3.5  

  San Antonio
845.7
808.0
37.7
4.5  
842.8
803.6
39.2
4.7  
829.0
788.0
41.0
4.9  

  Sherman-Denison
52.5
49.6
2.9
5.5  
52.2
49.3
2.9
5.5  
52.0
48.3
3.7
7.1  

  Texarkana

  Data Not Available



  Data Not Available


57.8
54.9
2.9
5.0  

  Tyler
101.3
96.8
4.5
4.4  
100.2
96.3
3.9
3.9  
98.4
93.8
4.6
4.7  

  Victoria
46.6
44.7
1.9
4.0  
46.7
44.7
2.0
4.2  
45.2
43.1
2.1
4.6  

  Waco
106.9
102.7
4.2
3.9  
106.7
102.3
4.4
4.1  
105.5
100.8
4.7
4.5  

  Wichita Falls
66.3
64.1
2.2
3.4  
66.2
63.9
2.3
3.5  
65.1
62.5
2.6
4.1  

*All data not seasonally adjusted.

For additional labor market information, contact the Labor Market and Career Information Department at: 
Phone: (toll free) 1-866-938-4444
(512) 491-4922
Fax: (512) 491-4904
Web site: http://www.tracer2.com/
E-mail: lmi@twc.state.tx.us
Fax-on-Demand system: (512) 491-4939

The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities prosper economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in unison with its network of local workforce development boards, call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org.
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